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<ABSTRACT>

Son Byung-hi's dream and
the movement for liberation of the oppressed nation

Jo, Kyu-tae

In 1861, Son Byung-hi, who was born as the child of a concubine and whose father was the official of
the provincial government office, was dissatisfied with class discrimination from his family and society and
spent his life drinking, gambling and hanging out with roughnecks. Even though he learned Chinese classics
when he was young, he fell by the wayside because there was no possibility he could rise in the world. Son
Byung-hi was a man of chivalrous spirit, fought against the irrationality of the society and tried to help the
neglected class of people.

For him, Donghak was a glimmer of hope. Donghak had the idea that "human being is the heaven" and
it had no discrimination of the child of a concubine, low class, and the poor. Moreover, it had high ideals
about promoting the national interests and provide for the welfare of the people(fiiEBdZ:R) and widely
helping the people(F5#i47F). Son Byung-hi who was discontent over class discrimination and hoped social
reform was introduced Donghak by Kim Sung-ji and Son Cheon-min, which was believed to be just his
destiny.

In early 1880s, he started Donghak and concentrated on the spiritual discipline, having relationship with
Choi Si-hyung. As his position was getting higher, he was appointed the supreme commander like Kim
Yeon-gook and Son Cheon-min in 1893 when Bokhapsangso happened. He also worked as Choonguidaejupju
in March, 1893, and as the leader of Bukjup in September, 1894.

However, he was defeated against the government and Japanese troops in the Oukumchi war. Afterward,
having escaped to Jeollado and Chungcheongdo, he dissolved the Donghak farmer troops in December,
1894, and then went into Gangwondo guarding Choi Si-hyung.

Since then, he had been having missionary work of Donghak going around Pyongando and Hamkyungdo.
Thanks to his effort, northwestern Christians who were interested in civilization and enlightenment and
discontent over the society of Joseon entered a faith in Donghak.

He took power of the religion with Northwestern Christians and went abroad to inspect Western
civilization in 1901. He had hoped to go to America but he stayed in Japan. In there, having relationship

with Jo Hee-yeon, Kwon Dong-jin, Oh Se-chang, and Yang Han-mook, he realized an international order
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and accepted the idea of civilization and enlightenment, the theory of social evolution related with the law
of the jungle, and political ideas of Western.

He helped the young of Donghak study in Japan and supplied some books about the doctrines, such as
‘Samjeonron’, 'Myongtijeon’ and so on, and taught the theory of social evolution and the idea of civilization
and enlightenment to the people of Donghak. In 1904, he founded a meeting for the people like 'Dadong
meeting, 'Joonrip meeting, and Jinbo meeting' and worked for the movement 'Gapjingahwa' using the
confusion of Russia.

He changed the name of Donghak into Chundokyp on December 1, 1905. And then, he made the
people develop the idea of civilization and enlightenment and the modernized knowledge by proclaiming a
doctrine, modernizing the tenet, appointing the person with the Enlightenment Thought as an executive of
the center, distributing and publishing doctrine books and newspaper about the religion, and running the
institute teaching the doctrine and schools.

According to the idea of Donghak, Son Byung-hi on the idea of patriotism and nationalism thought that
the independence of Joseon would be needed to develop the religion. In addition, since Japanese discriminated
and looked down on Korean and persecuted Chundokyo including him, he wished Korea could have gotten
independence out of the domination under Japan.

However, when the president of America Wilson proclaimed the principle of national self-determination
after World War I, Son Byung-hi decided to carry on an independence movement with Kwon Dong-jin, Oh
Se-chang and Choi Ryn. At first, Son Byung-hi had been planning to carty on a movement of petitioning an
independence to Japan. However, influenced by an independence movement inside and outside of Korea, he
decided to carry on an independence movement in the way that he wrote and distributed the Declaration of
Independence and continued the demonstration in late January, 1919. He had Choi Ryn, Kwon Dong-Jin
and Oh Se-chang cooperate with Christianity and Buddhist, write the Declaration of Independence, and select
the leader of the people, and then he himself selected the leader of Chundokyo and provided some money to
Christianity.

Although Son Byung-hi expected to be arrested by himself after the Declaration of Independence, he
wished to turn Korea into a democratic republic if an independence were achieved. Also, he wanted not to
commit himself to politics by holding power but to innovate the society through education. Since he had the
idea, Son Byung-hi agreed to develop the culture campaign of Chundokyo after the 1919{Samil} Independence

Movement.

key word :Donghak, Chundokyo, 1919[Samil} Independence Movement
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