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<ABSTRACT>

The diplomatic works of Shin Kyu-sik as the representative of
Korea Provisional Government

Han, See-Jun

Shin Kyu-sik was the one who laid a cornerstone in the Korean independence movement. He was fluent
in the Chinese language and maintained a close relationship with the Chinese revolutionists ever since he
experienced the torrent of the 1911 Revolution. If it were not for his support with his ability, the
establishment of the Korea Provisional Government in Shanghai would have been much more harder.

When the president Lee Seung-man arrived in Shanghai, Shin Kyu-sik put away his life in sickbed and
rejoined the government. However, as president Lee failed to settle the pending problems of the government
and finally left Shanghai never to come back, Shin Kyu-sik came up for the right man cover the absence of
president. He was given two major tasks. One was to settle down the unstable political situation of KPG.
The other was to make a request to Chinese Canton Government for cooperation in the Pacific Peace
Conference. President Lee himself appointed Shin Kyu-sik as the right man to fulfill the task.

Shin Kyu-sik expected that it would be very helpful for the KPG to cope with the problem it was
facing if he could secure the cooperation of the Chinese Canton Government. In the capacity of Prime
Minster, concurrent with Minister of Justice and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shin Kyu-sik made a visit to
Sun Wen. Shin Kyu-sik requested Sun Wen for recognition of KPG and joint action in the Pacific Peace
Conference. Sun Wen consented to Shin's request and made de facto recognition of KPG. Those were the
great achievements Shin Kyu-sik's diplomacy has brought about.

However, the Pacific Peace Conference didn't pay attention to the works and petition of the KPG
eventually. The diplomatic environment turned unfriendly to KPG, and Shin Kyu-sik quickly became weak
and finally deceased of his chronic illness.

The diplomatic work of Shin Kyu-sik for the Pacific Peace Conference was the final task he had
carried out. Though he worked with Lee Seung-man, it would be improper to classify them as figures of a
kind. Lee Seung-man kept disregarding the Provisional Government and finally was impeached by the
Provisional Parliament in 1925. On the Contrary, Shin Kyu-sik was desperate saving the KPG until he
ended up his last breath. He had sacrificed his whole life for the peace and betterment of the Provisional

Government and the society of independence activists. The remark upon his death as "killing himself for his



country" in a Chinese newspaper would be a relevant judgement.

key word : Provisional Government of Korea, executive, party politics, parliamentary democracy



