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<ABSTRACT>

Political and social functions of Hyanggyo(%##:) and causes of the
decline

in the Early-half period of the Joseon Dynasty
Kim, Jung—-Shin

The propose of this article is to analyse Political and social functions of Hyanggyo and causes of the
decline in the Early-half period of the Joseon Dynasty. Hyanggyo in Koryo Dynasty was installed only in
some areas, Hyanggyo in Joseon Dynasty was established in all regions with maintenance of local systems

Hyanggyo features as a national school is divided in social functions and political functions in two ways.
First, social features of Hyanggyo was educational organization to training the Reserve Officials through its
association with the state examination, was to enlightening the common people that was governance targets.
Second political features of Hyanggyo was a ruling mechanism that the local governor(~F55) and the local
regions(fEMI %) rules the country together, 'co-rule’ mechanism(3£#5). To operate smoothly Hyanggyo, the
local governor would require the cooperation and the financial assistance of the local regions. In addition,
the local regions were able to reproduce their social status or identity get the utmost out of Hyanggyo.
This corresponds to an understanding of both sides, naturally formed 'co-rule' by the local governor and the
local regions in the operation of Hyanggyo, and even the rule of the country

However, Owing to deficiency of professor, loss of connection with the state examination Hyanggyo in
Joseon Dynasty declined increasingly, and Hyanggyo of the educational function was replaced by a private

school( 7).

key word : Hyangyo(#l%), Danyang district, Joscon Dynasty, private school
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