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<ABSTRACT>

The March First Signal Fire Hurrah
Movement and Cho Dong-sik

Park, Gul-sun

Three times in a row on March 23, 24, and 26, 1919, signal fires
were lit on the mountain and hurrah shouts for independence shook
the town of Taeseong—11 Gangnae-myeon. Cho Dong-sik, the leader
of this movement, recalled the history that when a war broke out
in the nation the signal fire was lit to alert. And then he lit the
fire on the top of the mountain and led the movement. The venue
for the signal fire hurrah movement had been known as the top of
the mountain in Taeseong—1i by the written judgement. However,
as the results of the site investigation and hearing of testimony, the
venue 1s corrected to Mangdeok Mountain in Sandan-1i nearby
Taeseong-T1.

The movement of this day gave effects to nearby towns as well
as to the whole area of Chungnam and Gyeong-gi provinces and
formed a typical type of hurrah protest. The signal fire hurrah
movement in Gangnae spreaded to the Cheongju area. On April 1,
signal fires were lit on the mountains in the eight myeons of
Cheongju—gun and hurrah cries for independence were shouted. In
this period, fourteen times of movement in twelve areas in
Chungbuk province were spreaded out.

Japan used various means to prevent the signal fire movement on
the mountain at night. They carried out curfew at night time and
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searched houses beforehand. Also they dispatched the army to the
site of protest, shot people, and caused a lot of casualties.

Meanwhile, on March 25 Cho Dong-sik handed in the Declaration
of Independence and took the role of distribution. At this point, we
can assure that the ripple effect of signal fire hurrah movement in
Gangnae and the influence of Cho Dong-sik.

Cho Dong-sik was captured by Japan after the movement. He
disobeyed the decision of a preliminary trial and had a legal battle.
However, he eventually served time in prison for two years.
Suffering from the hardships of life after getting out of jail, he
decided to migrate to Manchuria. He followed his son and grandson
to Manchuria in 1940 and settled in Charoha, Younggil-hyun. He
returned to Korea when the nation gained independence, spent his
time in his hometown until his death. His grandson Cho Nam-gi

who left in Manchuria became 'a hero of Korean-Chinese society.’

Keywords : 3 -1 Signal Fire Independence Movement, the Declaration
of Independence, Cho Dong-sik, Taeseong11 Gangnae-myeon, Kim
Jae-hyeong, Immigration to Manchuria
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