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<ABSTRACT>

Changes in rural communities and
peasant movements in Chungbuk province
in the Japanese Colonial Era

—Focusing on the early 1920s and 30s-

Jang, Seung-soon

Rural communities in Korea were affected by 'Land Investigation
Business” in 1910s and 'The Plan to Increase Rice Production’ in
1920s  conducted by Japan. Japan established and expanded
administrational organizations in gun and myeon, and police
organizations as well as various associations(chohap) like
agricultural associations, financial associations, and so on. They
functioned as bureaucratic bodies and physical suppression
organizations of the Government General. These are established to
oppress the farmers who resisted these policies and to effectively
rule the rural areas. On the other hand, it enacted the Maintenance
of the Public Order Act and the others.

Under these conditions, peasants in the Chungbuk area
established tenant farming unions and developed peasant movements
such as a farm tenancy dispute to improve the condition of tenant
farming in the early 1920s. Tenant farming unions were founded in
seven guns such as Boeun, Okcheon, Jincheon, and the others
started from Jecheon—gun. Then under the effect of Chosun Tenant
Farming Cooperation, tenant farming unions were founded in

Cheongju, Chungju, and Youngdong. Since the Young Adult
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Association which has an enlightenment nature based on the ability
improvement theory dominated the regional society and led the
social movements, tenant farming unions could not be out of the
influence of this association. Therefore, with diminishing of the
movement by the Young Adult Association, tenant farming unions
lost their reason for being.

The change of direction of social movement represented all over
the nation in the late 1920s affected peasant movements. ‘A
spontaneous economic struggle’ changed to ‘a purposeful political
struggle.” The range of main agents of the movement expanded to
'independence farmers’ and the tenant farming unions changed and
developed to farmers association.

In Chungbuk area in 1927, to keep pace with these trends
Jecheon Farmers Association was founded that is irrelevant to the
tenant farmers union organized previously. Young Adult Association
and social movement organizations, the center of regional socialists,
led the establishment of Miwon Farmers Association in 1927 and
Youngdong Farmers Association in 1929.

However, the activity of Miwon Farmers Association, reorganized
organization of Sandong Rural Organization, was weak enough not
to be recognized as the affiliated organization of All Farmers
Alliance. Youngdong Farmers Association could not survive and
changed to revolutionary farmers association until 1930s. Therefore
no farmers’ organizations led by farmers existed in the early 1930s.

In Chungbuk area, ‘there are farmers but not farmers
movements’ in the perspective of farmers movement. Then, what is
the reason? That is because in Chungbuk the farmers did not turn
to the class subjects who resist to the domination and exploitation

of the landed class. The majority of farmers were illiterate and had
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low social consciousness. Their abilities fell short of solving this
problem. The ones who wanted to arrange with this task require
carrying the abilities and insights to comprehend the colonial
domination system and the agricultural exploitation organization
systematically. The innovative Young Adult Association was the
only one which held enough strength to solve the problem. But the
form of this force was weak in Chungbuk and even if this existed,
it may be not be able to play the role in the influence of
conservative social and cultural atmosphere in Chungbuk area.

Keyword : peasant movement, tenant farming union, farmers

association, Maintenance of the Public Order Act, Plan to Increase

Rice Production, Young Adult Association, communism.
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