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<ABSTRACT>

Launching of Rallies at Boeun and Geumgu and
DONGHAK Peasant Revolution

Sung, Ju-hyeon

The Joseon Dynasty in the 19th century was in a turbulent
period. It had to solve two challenges; internally, breakup of feudal
order, and externally, overcoming of a crisis of the Western power's
occupation of the East. In the center of this turbulence was
‘DONGHAK.” DONGHAK was named by Suwocon Choi, Jae-woo on
April 5, 1860. The ideological context of DONGHAK can be
summarized as egalitarianism based on ‘Serving God within me’,
national identity idea based on exclusion of Japan and the West,
world - reforming ideology based on messianic reformist idea, haves
and havenots’'s ‘Daedong Idez’, etc. and such an ideological context
was a message of salvation to the public who were oppressed and
dreaming of a new world DONGHAK which began its propagation
from 1861 expanded its congregation as much as to launch
‘Gyojoshinwon Movement' (doctrine-based grudge relieving movement)
through the uprising at Yeonghae in 1871. However, DONGHAK got
to the state of total collapse due to ‘Yeonghae Doctrine-based
grudge-relieving movement but its congregation was gradually
recovered. Once DONGHAK recovered its congregation, the
DONGHAK religious body spread the movement to obtain the
freedom of religion, which is called ‘Gyojoshinwon Movement', at
Gongju in October, Samrye in November in 1892 and in front of
Gwanghwamun in February the next year. DONGHANK went on to

_80_
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[aunch ‘Checkwoeyangchang Movement (exclusion of Japan and the
West and fight for a great cause) through the rally at Boeun and
Geumgu. In its initial period, the movement was a pure religious
movement, but with the elapse of time, it was converted to political
moverment.

The background of the rally at Boeun and Geumgu can he
summed up as four aspects. First, the DONGHAK religious body’s
capability was reinforced in the process of its being linked from
Gongju to Samrye, and the Gwanghwarmun combined appeals to the
king. Such an aspect developed into the awareness of solidarity,
which was well displayed even at the Boeun rally. Second, even in
the early period of the ‘Gyojoshinwon Movement, DONGHAK had
the awareness of exclusion of Japan and the West, but they freshly
perceived this awareness as a realistic challenge through the
Gwanghwamun combined appeals. Therefore, DONGHAK set forth
‘Gyojoshinwon’ and eradication of corrupt officials in the early
period of holding the Boeun rally, but gradually, DONGHAK set
forth the exclusion of Japan and the West to the fore. Third, the
government’'s oppression of DONGHAK continued. The provincial
governor or the king promised to root out corrupt officials so that
the populace could devote themselves to work comfortably while
DONGHAK went through Gongju & Samrye rallies and
Gwanghwamun appeals, but the promise wasn't fulfilled at all.
Instead, the government’s repression was intensified. The fourth
aspect was the plan for enhancement of piety. Thus, it was more
important than anything else to aggressively participate in
‘Gyojoshinwon movement, so there was the need for binding
together believers without giving up the movement halfway through.
Like this, the complex factors, such as empowerment of its

_8‘|_
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organization, exclusion of Japan and the West, and enhancement of
piety, made it possible for DONGHAK believers to hold a
large-scale rally at Boeun and Geumgu.

The development of Boeun & Geumgu rallies continued for a
month from March 10 until early April. DONGHAK believers
mobilized devotees through two rounds of a circular report,
resultantly gathering about 30 thousand people at Boeun Jangnae-ri
in mid-March. The DONGHAK religious body intensified its
organizational power by appointing Daejeopju (a responsible person
for a large-scale organization of DONGHAK) through this rally.
Hereupon, the Royal Court attempted to disperse the Boeun rally by
appointing Uh Yun—jung as the royal secret inspector. However, the
DONGHAK religious body denied the rally breakup until they
received king Gojong's message. While staging such a rally at
Boeun, DONGHAK believers gathered to hold a rally at Geumgu as
well. The Geumgu rally was also conducted by Choi, Shi-hyung,
and the Geumgu rally dispersion was followed by the Boeun rally
dispersion. Viewed in this light, it might be safely said that both
Boeun rally and Geumgu rally were led by the DONGHAK religious
body.

The Boeun rally and Geumgu rally had a direct influence on the
DONGHAK peasant revolution in the aspect of its character and
human organization. The exclusion of Japan and the West which
was set forth to the fore at Boeun and Geumgu rallies was
inherited as an ideal of the DONGHAK peasant revolution. Such an
idea of exclusion of Japan and the West was plainly displayed in
the Gobu uprising around the central organization Po’ and the
Baeksan rallies. In addition, even in human organization, the major

figures, who participated in the Boeun/Geumgu rallies, also were
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active as the leading influence in the DONGHAK peasant
revolution. Particularly, the leading figures of the Gobu uprising
around the central organization Po’ which made way for DONHAK
peasant revolution, like Jeon, Bong—jun, Kim, Gaenam, Sohn,
Hwa-jung, and Sohn, Byung-hee, etc. were appointed as Daejeopju
or participated in the Boeun rallies in the capacity of Jeopjang
(head of the DONGHAK mission). In addition, they performed their
assigned role until the last minute. From this point of view, it
might be concluded that the Boeun/Geumgu rallies were led by the
DONGHAK religious group, and the rallies are judged to play a
decisive role in leading up to the DONGHAK peasant revolution.

Key wards : Donghak(#E2), Choi Jae-woo(8/EE), Cha Shi-hyung

(EEF), Cheokwoeyangchang moverment( R FAEZSHEEN), Gyojoshinwon
movement(Zai{##%5EH)), Donghak peasant revolution( BREZ R Fy)
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