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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Advancement into Central
Power and the Changes of Cheongju(#iM) Local
Power in Goryeo Dynasty : Centering on
Tosung(1-#) of Cheongju Region

Shir, Ho—cheol

A Study on the Advancement into Central Power and the
Changes of Cheongju Local Power in Goryeo Dynasty: Centering on
Tosung of Cheongju Region

This study investigated the political transition of Cheongju’s local
powers, including time period and process, in relation to their
advance into the center and aristocracy, focusing on Tosung. In
Cheongju, there existed a powerful local power since the last period
of Shilla. In fact, powerful family of Cheongju was originally the
care power of Goongye and the hotbed for Goongye's power who
participated in founding post-Goguryeo. Thus, when Wanggeon
killed Goongye and founded Goryeo, The powerful family of
Cheongju was dissatisfied and raised rebellions successively.
However, Wanggeun successfully put down the rebellions of
Cheongju powerful family effectively. In the meantime, Wanggeon
also made efforts to appease them as seen in the fact that, in his
fist tour of the province after rising to Taejo, he chose Cheongju as
the first visiting place in an effort to appease the local powers of
Cheongju.

After Goryeo united the post-three kingdoms, the Goryeo Court
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assigned “Tosung’ to local powerful families, who were the classes
representing the support powers in relevant county and district. Out
of the Tosung group in each county and district, some came up to
the principal to build up into the central nobility while others
entered into local officials in charge of provincial posts.

According to <Sejongshillok> Geography, there were 12 Tosungs
in Cheongju. With the number of Tosungs largely in proportion to
the size of the district, a big Eup had 7 to 10 of them, middle and
small Eup 4 or 5, while Hyang, So, Bugok and Chon had 1 or 2
Tosusngs. Accordingly, it is found that the biggest number of
Tosung existed in Cheongju. Twelve Tosungs in Cheongju include
Han, Lee, Kim, Gwak, Son, Gyeong, Song, Go, Joon, Yang,
Dongbang and Jung, all of which are the surnames with the clan of
Cheongju in the origin.

Of these Tosungs, Kim, Lee and Gwak of Cheongju were not
only the powerful local powers but also advanced to the center in
the beginning of Goryeo and built up into the high-hirth nohility
producing high-rank officials. Turning the latter part of Goryeo,
Cheongju Kim rapidly lost influence failing in power both in the
center and province, and finally fell off. On the other hand, Lee and
Gwak of Cheongju, typically, continued to act as powerful family
until the end of Goryeo, and then in the beginning of Chosun, built
up into a prestigious big name maintaining the clan power for a
long time thereafter.

Han, Jung and Gyeong of Cheongju advanced into the center in
the latter part of Goryeo. As to Han, they advanced to the center
at the end of Goryeo, built up greatly taking charge of a high
office and important posts, maintained the clan power in the
beginning of Chosun and then became a noted big family in the
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15th century. Gyeong of Cheongju built up into a central power as
Gyeong Dae-seung rose to the top supremacy by removing Jung
joong-bu, and even at the end of Koryeo acted vigorously as a
powerful clan. Jung of Cheongju advanced to the center in the
period of Gojong, Koryeo, and built up wonderfully in the period of
interference by Won. This clan then participated in founding
Chosun by helping Lee Sung-gve to become a founding member of
the new kingdom.

Key words : the powerful family of Cheongju, Tosung(+#) of
Cheongju Region, Kim, Lee, Gwak, Han and Gyeong of Cheongju
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