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<ABSTRACT>

Private Slaves during the Early 17th Century
Found in "ByeongJa Journals

Cho, Hyoug-youn

"ByeongJa Journals was a journal that had been kept during a
war and yet, it provides us with such abundant historical
information on slaves in the 17th century. Most of the slaves at
that time were registered as a ‘slave with a name’ and because of
that, tracking down movements of those individual slaves is now
considered possible. Even though there are no ways to clearly learn
if these slaves with names were owner-owned slaves or
other-owned slaves, if we look at writing habits of Nampyeong
Jo—si, the slaves with names are believed to be ‘jibnanjong’, which
is a slave living in the same village or town with the owner. The
separation of works of slaves at that time is mostly observed from
these ‘slaves with names.’

Out of 76 slaves with names, only 12 of them were in charge of
handiwork which had covered 15.7% of the whole. Among those 12
slaves with names, this slave named ‘Chuk-yee was assigned to
handiwork most frequently than the other slaves. In addition, the
slaves in charge of handiwork had their own areas of responsibility,
and this ‘Chuk-yee’ dealt with Jeolla-do mostly while another slave,
‘Deokkyeong-vee’, did his job as an acting director in Gaeryeong
Area in Gyeongsangnam-—do.

There were only a few slaves who would do farming only

exclusively which was different from the circumstances of the
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handiwork. ‘Jeong—soo’ who was very much good at handling
domestics cows and oxen and who also owned a land by himself
was asked to be a leader of the slaves in charge of farming. While
mostly working in Ian Great Area in Chungju, ‘Jeong—soo was
clever enough to gather not only ‘wives of slaves’ but also ‘other
slaves at home’ including ‘woman slaves to participate in weeding
during the busy seasons. However, those slaves in charge of
farming were never asked to do handiwork so in that regard, it is
determined that, at that time, there was already the separation of
works between the ‘farming’ slaves and the ‘non—farming’ slaves.
Other than those in charge of the handiwork or the farming, other
slaves worked in separation in fields of hunting, sailing and
firewood preparing.

Nampyeong Jo—si proved that even though the separation of
works in those times had not been good enough to come near to
those definitions of the contemporary economy today, slaves were
certainly given different responsihilities depending on their physical
conditions, intellectual levels and residential areas. With the help of
the separation of works at that time, the slaves who would do the
main responsibilities made a great contribution to the family

economy of the Nampyeong Jos.

Key words : ByeongJa Journal, Nampyeong Jo-si, Slave with

name, Responsibility, Separation of works, Handiwork, Farming
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