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[Abstract]

A Review of the Connection

between Chu(/ll) and Kunju(&E *)
in 6th Century of Silla

Choi, Kyung-sun

It is estimated that from the 6th to 7th century, Silla’s local
system consists of three sections as Chu(M)-Kun(Ef)-Song - Ch'on
(8 - #). It was understood to have strong military characteristics.
Kunju(#3¥), known as the governor of Chu, the district of the
highest level, was recognized as a government post showing the
military characteristic most clearly. This study examines records on
Chu to look into the connection between Chu and Kunju.

In Samguksagi(=B# ), Chu was recorded in two forms. One is
the case when the word 'Chu’ comes after specific place name and
the other is after abstract word Based on the record in
Samguksagi, five of the six Jungs(f& : A sort of corps) — in other
words, broad-area Chujungs(f&lk JMf5) - were stationed in the
former Chus. The latter Chu, which was the broader area, was
recognized as the military jurisdiction district of the broad-area
Chujung. Kunju was conceived as the governor of Chu, staying at
the specific-placenamed Chu and controlling military affairs and
administration of the broad-area Chu.

However, in discord with the record in Samguksagi, the record of
Ch'angnyongbi( 2% : The monument was erected at Ch'angnyong

in 561) remains in the way the place name and Kunju were directly
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combined and recorded. It supports the opinion that the post of
Kunju wasn't called 'Chu’ and Kunju was not the governor of
Chu. If 'Sabangkunju(P4/7#=F : Kunjus in four places)’ governed
the broad—area districts, then four broad-area Chus should've
existed. But it appears that in the mid-6th-century Silla, only
broad-area districts were established such as Sangchu( FJH),
Hachu( F#M), ShinchuCHrH), Wuchu - Silji - Haseoahkun(T-z&3Z 4
FTEF). No broad-area district was established that could correspond
to Birisong (). Kunju's post and broad-area Chu were not in
fact established according to the conditions corresponding to
governance of Chu, administrative district, army post and mulitary
jurisdiction district. There is more possibility that the jurisdiction of
Kunju was limited to Kunju's post and the function of Kunju
must've not experienced great change from the 6th century to the
early 7th century.

Keywords: Kunju(#¥), Chu(/M), Ch'angnyongbi( =%,
Broad—area Chu,, Sangchu( /M), Hachu( F/H), ShinchuCHH)
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