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[Abstract]

The Change Aspect and Historical
Meaning of Iron Artifacts of
Songjeol-dong Site, Cheongju

Seo, Moon-young

The iron culture of the Proto-Three Kingdoms period in
Cheongju has been studied in relation to the spread of Baekje
culture around the 4th century. However, until now, most studies
have paid much more attention to the time of Baekje's advancement
or the process of the expansion of its dominance than the political
groups in Cheongju. As Korea's ancient historical and archeological
research has revolved around the Three Kingdoms, the "surrounding
areas” of the Three Kingdoms have been inevitably neglected.

Under this condition, Songjeol-dong Site in Cheongju, which has
been excavated and investigated recently, attracts attention as it is
composed of the remains of various characters compared with other
sites excavated to date. Iron artifacts were also unearthed from
each remains. Therefore, the iron artifacts of Songjeol-dong Site in
Cheongju will serve as an important index to understand the iron
culture of the political group that prospered around this area at that
time. This study focused on the change aspects of the iron artifacts
unearthed from Songjeol-dong Site in Cheongju and examined the
historical significance of these changes.

The introduction and spread of iron culture on the Korean
Peninsula can be understood in relation to North-East area of
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China. The iron culture of the Proto—Three Kingdoms period in the
Midwest region is closely related to the Qin and Han Dynasty eras.
In this context, the classification of ronware was carried out
following the Han Dynasty era’s classification standards, and the
wronware to be examined was selected among the types that
showed the flow of time best based on the changes in formal
attributes. The ironware of Songjeol-dong Site was thus classified
into production tools including iron bars, axes; weapons including
swords, arrowheads, spears, hamessry (bits), and Yangdanhwanbubong.
The change aspects of these iron artifacts were identified through
the examination of the chronologies of the individual artifact.

The change aspects of the ironware were largely set in the
following three phases: Phase I (the phase of introduction), Phase
II (the phase of settlement) and Phase III (the phase of development).

Phase I (the phase of introduction) indicates the period from
which the dating of the excavated iron artifacts began. Major
excavated artifacts include A-type ingots, axes, arrowheads, spears.
Typical associated earthen relics are composed of yugaedaebuho
(mounted jars with a lid), wonjeodangyeongho(short-necked jars
with a round bottom) and wonjeobalhyeongtogi(neckless jars with a
round bottom). Phase I is dated to from the mid-2nd century to the
early 3rd century.

The group that had established Songjeol-dong Site in Cheongju
1s presumed to have originated from the local groups that had
existed from the previous eras. It is thought that iron culture had
spread to the area since the wandering people of Nakrang had
flown into it through the West coast. At that time, the local groups
mn the Cheongju region might have grown even further by

accepting iron culture from the Midwest coastal region. Given the
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characteristics of the excavated iron ingots and weapons observed
in Phase I, it is understood that the political group based on the
Songjeol-dong area in Cheongju had transformed itself into a more
systematic political group than before and established its identity
after embracing iron culture.

In Phase II (the phase of settlement), ingots are not excavated
and B-type axes constitute the most of unearthed artifacts. A-type
swords are newly included in the group of the artifacts of this
phase, which are mostly B-type spears. Arrowheads are maintained
in the traditional A-type, while B-type and C-type arrowheads are
also excavated. In addition, Yangdanhwanbubong enters the group
of the artifacts. Phase II is dated to from the mid-3rd century to
the late 3rd century.

It was found that Yangdanhwanbubong was excavated only in
the Chungcheong—do region, mainly around Cheongju and Cheonan.
Since it is mainly accompanied by a number of wonjeodangyeongho
(short-necked jars with a round bottom) and pyeongjeobalhyeongtogi
(neckless jars with a flat bottom), it shows similar association
aspects in general. The presence of yangdanhwanbubong suggests
that the political groups of the Cheongju and Cheonan areas, that
1s, the midstream Mihocheon River area and the Byeongcheoncheon
River area, had shared the culture distinguished from that of other
regions based on the relationship formed from the previous periods.
In particular, the Cheongju and Cheonan political groups seem to
have been influential in the surrounding areas through their strong
alliance, and this change might have not been irrelevant to the
growth of Baekje.

In Phase II (the phase of development), tools are mainly
composed of B-type ingots and C-type. Weapons mostly consist of
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B-type swords, C-type arrowheads and C-type spears. Harnessry is
also excavated together with them. Phase III is dated to from the
early 4th century to the mid-4th century or after the 4th century.

The Tarae-type iron ingots are the most directly related artifacts
to the production of iron, indicating that iron had been produced
within the area as they are excavated together with a large number
of production facilities. The group that had established Songjeol-dong
Site in Cheongju led changes such as the reorganization of army
branch system through the direct iron production with the spread of
horse-riding culture at that time. Given the relationship with the
surrounding ruins, it is believed that until at least the 4th century,
the group had continued to grow into an independent political group
with an identity as a local group.

The group that established Songjeol-dong Site in Cheongju had
been dominant in the area as a strong political group from the
mid-2nd century to the 4th century, and had actively responded to
the changes of the surrounding situations based on iron culture. It
1s considered that the group remained quite influential as a local
political group constituting Baekje until the culture of the kingdom
had been later introduced to the region, which had led to the
construction of Sinbong-dong Tombs.

Keywords : Proto-Three Kingdoms period, 2nd~4th century, The

ron culture, Production tools, Harnessry, Weapons, Yangdanhwanbubong,
Songjeol-dong Site in Cheongju, Mahan, Baekje.
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